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visual field, whereas a right-to-left reading
direction may facilitate attention towards the
right visual field. If this effect were neurally
relevant, one might now expect stronger
neural activity associated with reading in the
respective side, be it right or left. Moreover, it
would be interesting to investigate how read-
ing direction interacts with other aspects of
culture in modulating the functional organi-
zation of the human brain. This could be
done by comparing two cultural groups with
the same reading direction or two cultural
groups with different reading directions.
However, it may be difficult to disentangle
this effect from others, because reading
direction may be confounded with other
aspects of culture. For instance, people who
are different in other aspects of culture but
who have the same reading direction show
distinct neural mechanisms associated with
perceptual and attentional processing*’.
Another interesting issue is whether
reading direction may influence neuro-
cognitive processes of high-level cognitive
functions that in most cases depend on social
interactions rather than reading direction.
Previous studies suggest that cultural influ-
ences on human cognition may result in
specific cognitive styles. For example, people
from Western cultures (such as European
Americans) are characterized by an analytic
cognitive style that is attuned to salient focal
objects but less sensitive to contexts, whereas
people engaged in East Asian cultures (for
example, Chinese, Japanese and Korean peo-
ple) possess a more holistic cognitive style
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that is attuned to background and contextual
information®”. Such different cognitive

styles may extend to social cognitions and so
result in culture-specific self concepts and a
culture-specific neural representation of the
self*. What does this imply for the possible
impact of the reading direction? Reading
direction might not affect high-level social
cognitions by itself. However, if reading
direction is involved in shaping cognitive or
thinking styles, it may then contribute to the
cultural dependence of culture-specific social
cognitive processes.
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